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COUNT ME IN — SWAN DISTRICTS FOOTBALL CLUB 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.08 am]: I rise to inform the house about 
the annual Count Me In day hosted by Swan Districts Football Club. 
Mr D.J. Kelly: Hear, hear! 
Dr A.D. BUTI: It is the West Australian Football League club that the member for Bassendean obviously follows! 
Of course, it is close to your heart, too, Madam Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: That is right. 
Dr A.D. BUTI: Based on the Disability Services Commission’s Count Me In strategy, the annual event sees 
two all-abilities football teams face-off in a game of footy as the curtain-raiser to a Swan Districts WAFL home game. 
The club has led from the front in this space. In 2007, Maurice Embley approached the club with the idea that people 
with a disability, their families and carers be given the opportunity to be guests of the club at a Swans home game. 
Two years later, this led to a formal proposal to government to expand the initiative to all WAFL clubs, resulting 
in over 800 invitations being sent out to people with a disability, their carers and family members that same year. 
From there, the WAFL dedicated a round to be specifically known as Count Me In round. People with disabilities 
have gone from being VIP guests at the game to taking their positions on the field in an integrated football match. 
It is really pleasing to see the focus of the Swan Districts Football Club is on not just winning premierships and 
producing talent, but also building a strong local community around it and developing good people. 
The Count Me In round provides a terrific opportunity to recognise and celebrate people with disabilities and promote 
a stronger, inclusive community. Additionally, clubs like the Swans have seen many unforeseen benefits across 
the club as a result of supporting the Count Me In initiative, including an increase in volunteer numbers, new sponsors, 
growth in club memberships, employment opportunities and, most importantly, a greater community presence. 
Last Saturday I attended this year’s Count Me In round at Steel Blue Oval where the Willetton and Kingsway 
all-abilities sides went head to head in a great contest. There was action on and off the field, with Sparkle and 
Shine dancers matching the energy of the players on the park! Sparkle and Shine dancers have performed at many 
big events, including the WA Special Olympics, so it was pretty special getting to see them perform. I also had the 
pleasure of meeting “Trev the Legend”, who has been a volunteer parking attendant at the club for 20 years! The 
commitment and dedication Trev has shown to the Swans is truly admirable. 
I commend the Swan Districts Football Club for leading the way to increase public awareness, understanding and 
acceptance of all people with disabilities, but also creating and maintaining a strong sense of community at the club. 
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